
CHILD FIND
The legal responsibility of public school
districts to locate, identify, and evaluate
(free of charge) all children suspected of
disabilities, including students enrolled in
private schools.

OVERVIEW
IDEA is a federal law that requires public
school districts to provide children with
disabilities services to ensure that they
have access to a Free Appropriate
Public Education (FAPE) tailored to their
individual needs. 

Eligible students enrolled in private
schools are collectively entitled to
IDEA-funded services. 

IDEA provides funding to support
students with disabilities through:

Direct services to students who are
found eligible due to one of the 13
disability categories recognized by
IDEA
Consultative services
Supplies/materials/equipment for
eligible students
Professional development

For private school students and
teachers, these services are funded
through proportionate share, which is
generated through child find. Services
are determined through ongoing
consultation with the LEA*.

SUMMARY FOR PRIVATE SCHOOLS
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Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA)

The amount of federal funding available to
support students with disabilities who are
parentally placed in private schools. Funding
is based on number of IDEA-eligible students
enrolled in private schools.

PROPORTIONATE SHARE

The process for how LEAs, private schools,
and family representatives, are to
collaborate throughout the year to design
and implement equitable services. It should
not be an event, but rather an ongoing
process. 

This process involves “timely and
meaningful” meetings between private
school officials, parent representatives,
and LEA officials. 
Consultation meetings determine how,
where, and by whom IDEA-funded
services will be provided.

CONSULTATION

*Local Education Agency (LEA) refers to
the local public school district in which
a private school is located.



IDEA SUMMARY FOR PRIVATE SCHOOLS
(continued)
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Autism Spectrum Disorder
Deaf-Blindness
Deafness
Emotional Disturbance
Hearing Impairment
Intellectual Disability
Orthopedic Impairment
Other Health Impairment
Specific Learning Disability
Speech or Language Impairment
Traumatic Brain Injury
Visual Impairment, including
Blindness
Multiple Disabilities

13 ELIGIBILITY
CATEGORIES

Challenge: Many private schools have difficulty
implementing the public school districts’
response to interventions (RTI) mandates and
as a result private school students’ evaluations
are delayed.
Solution:  Private school leaders should Inform
the public school leaders that IDEA does not
allow the district to delay private school
students' evaluations due to RTI (34 C.F.R. §§
300.301 through 300.311). The private school
leaders should share the U.S. DOE IDEA
guidance document - question A-3 with the
public school leaders.

Challenge: Ensuring timely and meaningful
consultation
Solution: Establish a calendar for consultation
meetings throughout the year and maintain
open communication channels. Decisions are
to be made in consultation between public and
private school leaders.

Challenge: Disagreement on service provision
Solution: In cases of disagreement on service
provision, the LEA should provide a written
explanation of their reasons for disagreement.
If the issue persists, the nonprofit private school
leaders should request a formal meeting to
discuss concerns and, if necessary, file a
complaint with the state.

COMMON CHALLENGES
& SOLUTIONS

for additional assistance
CONTACT US

GROUP ENTITLEMENT
FOR SERVICES
Eligible private school students do not
have an individual entitlement to
services. Thus, not all eligible private
school students will receive IDEA-
funded services. Available services are
determined by proportionate share
through consultation. 


