
Understanding IDEA
IDEA is a federal law that ensures children
with disabilities receive a Free Appropriate
Public Education (FAPE) tailored to their
individual needs. As a group, eligible
students enrolled in private schools are
entitled to some IDEA-funded services. All
students are eligible to be evaluated by
the local public school district for free.

Parentally-Placed
Private School Students:
Who Are They? 
Parentally-placed private school students
with disabilities are students who are
enrolled in private schools by their parents
and not by the public school system. These
students are entitled to certain services
under the IDEA.
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A resource for parents/guardians of children suspected of having a disability 
who attend nonprofit private schools.

Eligibility for Services
Not all eligible private school students
receive IDEA services; private schools
consult with the local district to determine
the services available. Funding is based on
the number of eligible students, with more
students translating to increased funding
that could be used for services such as
speech and language or occupational
therapy on-site at your private school.

Benefits of Evaluation
The evaluation process can provide more
information about the specific issues that
are causing difficulty for your child.
Depending on any eligibility determination,
the student may qualify for services as
noted above. Additionally, students may
qualify for accommodations on private
school entrance exams, AP exams, SATs,
and other high-stakes tests. 

Next Steps for Parents
If you suspect your child may have a disability, talk with your child’s
teacher(s) first. Next, complete a referral letter and send it to the
public school district in which the private school is located. This will
initiate the IDEA Child Find process. Students must be evaluated
through the local public school district and receive an Individualized
Services Plan (ISP) to be eligible for services. Click or scan the QR code
to  access the referral letter template.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1grDrW20teo0AQ96gd2hL0scLP1nRZ7GnRHCmk45XzjI/edit
https://bit.ly/adacadvocacy
https://bit.ly/adacadvocacy
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Directions:
Create a folder for this document and critical information during the evaluation process.
Record all communication with the public school district, including calls, emails, and meetings. 
Take special note of due dates and deadlines. If you do not receive the expected information by the
specified date, then follow-up via phone or email with your public school district contact person.
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Collect any documentation that supports your concerns, such as
report cards, standardized test scores, private evaluations, etc.

Submit a written request for an evaluation to the director of special
education of the public school district where your child’s school is
located. Click HERE for a sample letter.
Note the date the written request is submitted to the public school district.

Note the date 15 school days from the date the request was submitted.

The district is expected to send you a copy of the California
Department of Education’s procedural safeguards by this date.*

Note the date 15 school days from the date the request was submitted. This is
the same date noted in step 3. 

The district is expected to inform you of their decision to evaluate or
not by this date.*

If the district decides to proceed with an evaluation, a consent-
to-evaluate form will be provided. 
If the district decides not to evaluate, it must provide a written
notice of refusal that outlines why it is not choosing to evaluate.

Sign and submit the consent-to-evaluate form to the public school
district.
Note the date the signed consent form is submitted to the public school district.

Note the date 60 calendar days from the date the signed consent form were
submitted.

A meeting to determine if your child is eligible to receive services
should occur by this date.*

If your child is found eligible, proceed to Step 7.
If your child is not found eligible, refer to the procedural
safeguards (Step 3).

Note the date 30 calendar days from the date of eligibility determination.

If your child remains enrolled in a private school, a services plan
will be written by this date, assuming your child qualifies for a
service provided by the public school district.
An IEP (Individualized Education Program) may also be written by this date if
the child resides in the district and/or if the parent is considering public school.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HQH8uvdfwhgqYwuLdOGIUc7kQM-pZPY2fVRarxeOlvQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/qa/pssummary.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/qa/pssummary.asp

